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CASE OF SEXUAL PERVERSION IN A MAN.
By GEORGE H. SAVAGE, M.D., 

Bethlem Hospital.

A young man, single, aged 28; father violent and exci­
table; one brother odd, and another a drunken scapegrace.

The patient himself is of middle height, anaemic and 
emotional. He began his description of his state of mind by 
saying that he felt he must kill himself. He said he did not 
feel any real mental depression, but he felt so ashamed of 
his unnatural state that he wished he were dead, to pre­
vent scandal to his family. He had been to hear many re­
ligious teachers, and, in fact, was sent by one of these to see 
me.

He had always been industrious and hard-working, and 
made a good living as a traveller for a foreign house. He 
had led a very solitary life, and had never indulged in worldly 
amusements.

He was proud of repeating that he was a professing 
Christian. He had but one pleasure, and that was in music, 
and of late he had given this up, as it took him into society, 
where he met other men. At eleven years of age he learnt 
to masturbate, and had continued the habit ever since.

He has never indulged in sexual congress. He says he has 
no desire or lust after women, and, though he will not be 
sure, he thinks he never did have any lust for women.

He told his employer of his feeling, and said that he felt 
that he must embrace him. This the master resented, and 
said if he “came any more of that stuff” he should discharge 
him.

He says in America he was fairly comfortable, because the 
men were only of moderate size and height; but that in 
England, where there are so many men over six feet, he is 
perfectly miserable. He says the sight of a fine man causes 
him to have an erection, and if he is forced to be in his society 
he has an emission.

He has no loss of memory, no tremulousness ; his senses 
appear to be normal in every respect, and his reasoning powers 
in no way affected.

I recommended him to follow his occupation with energy,



to seek mixed society, to go to places of amusement in cities, 
and to pursue his musical tastes.

I have no further news of him.
I have met with only one other man, who was in a general 

hospital, who had similar symptoms, but he had malforma­
tion of his genetalia, and his sex was at least doubtful.

In one female patient, in Bethlem, there was powerful lust 
towards those of her own sex. She died, and an infantile 
uterus was discovered. One wonders if this perversion is as 
rare as it appears, when we meet with trials such as have 
been held in Ireland.
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